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Retired Colonel
Provides Details
OfContra Airhift

Dutton Says 1986 Shipment
Was ‘Special Operation’
Run From White House

By DaviD ROGERS
And Epwarp T. POUND
Staff Reporters of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON~Retired Air Force Col.
Robert Dutton testified that the secret air-
lift of arms to Nicaraguan insurgents in
1986 was a “‘special operation’ run from
the White House.

A 20-year veteran of covert operations,
Col. Dutton testified that he began manag-
ing the airlift immediately after his retire-
ment from the military in May 1986. He
said he regarded Marine Lt. Col. Oliver
North as his “‘co-commander,” along with
retired Air Force Maj. Gen. Richard Se-
cord.

“You'll never get a medal for this,”
Col. Dutton said Col. North told him once
the airlift had achieved some success last
fall. “But some day the president will
shake your hand and thank you.”

Appearing before House and Senate
committees investigating the Iran-Contra
affair, Col. Dutton provided the most com-
plete account yet of the operation that fun-
neled tons of arms to the Contra forces
during the time Congress had banned U.S.
military aid to the rebels. He also dis-
closed new details regarding cash trans-
fers to Col. North during this period. And
under questioning, the colonel contradicted
Gen. Secord’s denial that he had ever pro-
posed selling the operation’s assets to the
Central Intelligence Agency.

Persistent Tensions Described

Col. Dutton said bad weather and poor
equipment dogged the airlift, and he de-
scribed persistent tensions with a second
covert operator, Felix Rodriguez, who had
his own contacts in the White House and El
Salvador, where the planes were based.
Mr. Rodriguez, appearing later, told the
committees he suspected Gen. Secord was
charging excessive prices on arms he sold
to the Contras. Mr. Rodriguez also said
Col. North tried to silence his criticism.

A veteran of CIA and U.S. military op-
erations in Central America and Vietnam,
Mr. Rodriguez said he discussed his con-
cerns about Gen. Secord with Donald
Gregg, an aide to Vice President George
Bush. He said the feud led Col. North, cit-
ing secret intelligence intercepts, to warn
him that he was jeopardizing the airlift’s
security.

In a colorful exchange, Mr. Rodriguez
said that during a June 1986 meeting at the
White House, Col. North boasted implicitly
of his ties to President Reagan. Gest
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Panel Seeks to Determine if CIA Agents Adv
Concealed Superiors’ Role With Contras Flor

By JoHN WALCOTT
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON—Congressional investi-
gators are trying to determine whether top
Central Intelligence Agency officials ap-
proved aiding Nicaraguan rebels and
whether some field officers are protecting
their superiors by claiming they acted on
their own.

New CIA Director Willlam Webster,
long regarded as a law-and-order man,
faces a difficult choice between purging
top officials linked to the Iran-Contra scan-
dal and trying to maintain stability at the
intelligence agency. If investigators find
that the CIA has tried to conceal top offi-
cials’ involvement in the secret Contra-aid
network, the new CIA director could have
little choice but to order a major house-
cleaning, congressional and intelligence of-
ficials said. [

Already, the CIA’s top terrorism ana-
lyst, Charles Allen, will leave his post at
the end of the summer for a job teaching
at the National War College, administra-
tion officials said. Mr. Allen had an impor-
tant role in the administration’s efforts to
free U.S. hostages in Lebanon that in-
volved selling arms to Iran. Some profits
from those sales were used to aid the Con-
tras.

This week, the former station chief in
Costa Rica, who used the pseudonym
Tomas Castillo, will be the first of several
CIA officers to testify before the House-
Senate committee investigating the Iran-
Contra affair. :

Intelligence sources said the former sta-
tion chief, along with the top CIA officer in
Honduras, the chief of a CIA base at Agua-
cate, Honduras, and other CIA field offi-
cers helped provide arms, training and
other aid to the Contras during the two-
year period when Congress barred U.S.
military aid to the insurgents. The sources
said the chief of the base at Aguacate, the
site of a major Contra air base, used a CIA
helicopter more than eight times to deliver
munitions and other supplies for the insur-
gents. _ ‘

Earlier this year, the station chief in
Costa Rica first denied aiding the Nicara-
guan rebels. He then told colleagues and
friends he believed his efforts to support
the Contras had been authorized by the
late CIA Director William Casey. The sta-
tion chief said he had reported his activi-
ties to Mr. Casey through Clair George,
CIA deputy director of operations.

At the time, the station chief said the
head of CIA operations in Latin America
and the head of the agency's Central
America Task Force also knew he was
helping coordinate supply flights to Contra
forces in southern Nicaragua.

Col. Dutton also was involved in aspects of
the U.S. arms sales to Iran during 1986.
But he appeared to have only limited
+ 'mowledge about the link between that op-
..and the airlift he was helping to
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The Costa Rica station chief, who has
been recalled to Washington, was sched-
uled to take early retirement last month,
after the CIA inspector general recom-
mended that he and other officers be disci-
plined for their role in aiding the Contras.
However, he remains on the agency pay-
roll after changing his story again and
claiming he acted on his own.

The chief of the CIA base at Aguacate,
the sources said, has admitted helping the
Contras but has claimed he had nothing to
do with the secret aid network run by fired
National Security Council aide Lt. Col. Oli-
ver North. A CIA official said the two offi-
cers remain on administrative leave be-
cause special counsel Lawrence Walsh has
asked the agency not to act until a grand
jury is finished investigating the CIA's role
in the Iran-Contra case.

CIA spokesman George Lauder said no
high-ranking officials approved any activi-
ties that violated congressional restrictions
on Contra aid. He stressed that the agency
has provided documents and worked out
arrangements for CIA officers to testify
before congressional committees.

Meanwhile, Sen. David Boren (D.,
Okla.), chairman of the Senate Intelligence
Committee and a member of the Senate
panel investigating the Iran-Contra affair,
said this week that there is no evidence of
a CIA policy to assist the Contra arms net-
work.

Despite the Costa Rica station chief's
assertion that he acted alone, intelligence
sources said that strict CIA and congres-
sional procedures for monitoring covert ac-
tivities in Central America made it nearly
impossible for CIA officers to aid the Con-
tras without the knowledge of their supe-
riors. Moreover, the sources said, the CIA
base chief in Aguacate has a reputation as
a cautious, prudent officer, not a free-
lancer.,
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“It's inconceivable to me that anybody

was helping the Contras on his own, with-
out his superiors knowing exactly what he
was doing,”’ said one intelligence source.
' For example, at Aguacate, the CIA con-
stantly audited the fuel consumption and
the number of hours flown by the agency's
unmarked Bell UH-1H helicopter, intelli-
gence sources said. They also said that the
station chief in Honduras's capital, Teguci-
galpa, was notified every time the helicop-
ter was deployed. Other sources said the
CIA helicopter was used to deliver food
and medicine to the Contras, and some-
times carried munitions when space was
available.

Intelligence sources said there was no
confusion about the restrictions on CIA aid
to the insurgents. The Central America
Task Force was assigned its own lawyer in
1984, and Mr. Casey sent CIA officers in
Central America written orders to abide by
congressional restrictions on aid to the
Contras, the sources said. Also, they said,
the CIA officers were summoned to meet-
ings where the Task Force’s ‘‘compliance
(tyfgcer" explained the restrictions in de-
ail.
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